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Yangize River) was actively engaged in public affairs one of which was what related to Buddhist
temples. Local records genealogies and anthologies are valuable sources for relevant studies. The
event of enshrining Yong Le Bei Zang ( Yongle North Sutra) in Yixin Fazang Temple during the
Wanli Reign of the Ming Dynasty remained unknown due to the lack of official records. Fortu—
nately an essay for stele inscription collected in the genealogy of Wu clan provides a record for
the whole event together with the information of notable families and clans in Jiangnan and the
powerful official Zhou Yanru. It is an important text for the study of the relationship between gen—

try class and Buddhism gentry and society in Yixin in the late Ming period.

Brotherhood: An Imagination of a “Society” in Modern China
LI Gong—=hong
Brotherhood was popular in the period of the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
(1911-1949) . Four types of brotherhood can be tentatively identified: ordinary brotherhood with
promises of mutual help in general but without exact goals; brotherhood as partnership among in—
dividuals with exact goals and brotherhood generally labeled as “secret society”. The universal
value of the yi ( righteousness) in Confucianism was appropriated and transformed into the yiqi
( code of brotherhood) of particularism in brotherhood. The xin ( trust) between friends is re—
placed with yigi among the suppositional brothers thus providing a way to set up social networks
within the same class. The yigi means benefits to each other spiritually and physically with un—
limited responsibility as the ultimate ethical standard. The “society” established within the same
class had such a fragmented structure that the sociologist Fei Xiaotong defined it as a “cha xu ge
ju” (pattern of difference sequence) . The prevailing brotherhood highlighted the cha ( boundaries)

. 13 . ”»
In “soclety .

Combing through “Hongdumen Academy”’: An Investigation into the Nature and Effect of
Hongdufu Study
WANG Hsin-hui
Scanty are the historical materials about Hongdumen Academy established under the reign of
Emperor Ling of the Han Dynasty and lasting for quite a short period of time. In the community of
scholars some suggest that it was similar to an art school; some disagree with another suggestion
that it was a political force brought forth by Emperor Ling; others claim that it was a literary
group a prelude to literary self-awareness. This study suggests that Hongdumen Academy was a
cultural event established in the early days of the reign of Emperor Ling. Due to the later improp—
er use of people and excessive promotion the original objective of Hongduman Academy was e—
ventually distorted. Besides the scholar Liu Xie criticized that all the Fu works created by schol-
ars at Hongdumen Academy were shallow and poor and suggested that Hongdumen Academy

should not be viewed as the prelude to literary self-awareness in the Wei and the Jin Dynasties.
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