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On the Public Accounts of the Merchants Steam Navigation Bureau Published in Shun Pao of Late Qing Dynasty
LI Yu
( Institute of History of Republican China Nanjing University Nanjing 210023 China)

Abstract: As one of the methods of publicizing accounts the Merchants Steam Navigation Bureau of late Qing dynasty
regularly published annual accounts in Shun Pad { )) including company executives’ reports on operating conditions as
well as accounting subjects which could roughly reflect the annual asset structure and operational performance. Those actions
was supported by Shun Pao with often allocating special assessments reviewing the gains and losses reflecting the positive in—
teraction with the Bureau and as a result the social effect of the Bureau’ s public account had been increased. Although there
were some deficiencies and problems in the work of accounts publication the Bureau’ s exploration and efforts for implemen—
ting the “transparent management” in order to adapt to the company mechanism could not be denied.

Key words: Shun Pao( { )) of late Qing dynasty; Merchants Steam Navigation Bureau; publication of accounts; ac—
counting system
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